
 

 

 

The Birth of the First Pocket-sized Transistorized Radio 

 

The Regency TR-1 

The radio was developed by Texas Instruments, TI, and delivered for production to a small 
company; the Regency I.D.E.A. Radio was sold on U.S.A by $ 49.95 in the end of 1954. 

The radio was the TI's first attempt to use their transistors made after they bought the patent to 
Bell Labs, in 1951, by $ 25 000. 

The radio was the result of a team that involved TI experts in the field of transistor production, and 
some outside contracted experts on radio and electronics. Development of the radio was a 
tremendous adventure for Texas Instruments, as you can see in the following pages, extracted from 
extracted from the archives of “The Southwestern Historical Quarterly”, Volume 97, July 1993 - 
April, 1994, pp. 56-80. 

The architecture of the radio was later patented by Regency I.D.E.A.  

Regency tries to develop a less expensive radio the Regency XR-2 but the success was not very 
good.  

Regency TR-1 had a bad performance when compared to other 1954 radios and used a 22.5 V 
battery that could damage the radio because it could easily be inserted with reverse polarity. 
Although there are very few Regency Tr-1 radios running today, its price on auctions ranges from 
500 to 600 dollars.  

Only about 100,000 Regency TR-1 radios were produced, but TI brought out 400,000 transistors 
from its production line. Tom Watson, Jr., at IBM gave Regency radios to his engineers and told 
them to put transistors in computers. Texas Instruments would earn millions in the 1960's 
supplying IBM with computer transistors. 

 The Regency may have been first to produce pocket sized radio, but it failed to earn a profit and 
disappeared after a few years. However a new era begins for the transistor market. 

 Other U.S. companies introduced dozens of portable transistor radio models and by 1959 almost 
half of the 10 million radios made and sold in the U.S.  

Sony also bought the patents for transistor production and developed a small pocket radio failed to 
be the first because their first model TR-52, smaller than the Regency TR-1, had a problem with the 
glued front panel. Sony revised the project and prepared the Sony TR-55 that was on market in 
August 1955.  

https://www.radiomuseum.org/forum/regency_pocket_radio_regency_tr_1.html
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/regency_transistorized_xr_2.html


 

 

 

Regency TR-1 and Sony TR-52 (not produced). 

     

Regency TR-1 
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