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Louis Kalff

(Reprint from https://www.louiskalffinstituut.nl/en/louis-c-kalff/ in august 2024)

Louis C. Kalff (1897-1976), architect, designer and art director at Philips for
commercials, products, exhibitions and stands. Kalff grew up in a wealthy
environment in Amsterdam. His father was a lawyer, who went into journalism
and became the art editor and editor in chief of the newspaper Algemeen
Handelsblad. Kalff attended secondary school and a year of Quellinus school in
Amsterdam, and started studying engineering in Delft in 1916. During his
studies he already was designing posters, banners and costumes for the
studentenlustrumspelen (‘student lustrum games’). In 1923, he did a
traineeship with D.F. Slothouwer.

Kalff reported himself to Philips by letter. He claimed that the company’s
advertising was not modern enough and did not have enough allure. He was
put in charge of the commercial and artistic propaganda departments in 1925. In several articles and
recollections, Kalff argued that he wanted to normalize the Philips word mark and emphasized the unity and
international aspect of their corporate communications. Kalff also designed products, stands, exhibitions and
light shows for Philips. From 1929, he led the Lichtadviesbureau (‘Lighting Advice Bureau’) and was appointed
art director in 1946. That year he argued for a centralized design department where research could be done as
well. Yet such a department was only realized in 1954 by his successor R. Veersema.

In 1958, Kalff worked with Le Corbusier and composer Edgar Varese on the Philips pavilion for the World Expo
in Brussels, where the Poéme Electronique was performed. In 1966, Evoluon was opened in Eindhoven, a centre
for technology that was designed by Kalff. Kalff has also built several villas, gave lectures, was involved in KIO
(Association of Industrial Designers) and the Eindhoven Academy of Industrial Design. He wrote the
book Kunstlicht en architectuur (‘Artificial light and architecture’) in 1941.

Archive
The archive of Louis Kalff is located at the Regional History Centre Eindhoven (Regionaal Historisch Centrum
Eindhoven, RHCe).

Book

Ir Louis C. Kalff, het artistieke geweten van Philips (1897-1976) (‘The artistic conscious of Philips’)
Author Peter van Dam, published by [Z]OO producties, ISBN: 978-90-74009-44-7
www.zooproducties.nl (in Dutch)

Some Iconic L. Kalff Designs:
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